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ATTN	 .SR/2

Chief, Contact Division, 00

Status Report, Steer, BASTIN'S - Case 16043

field
1. Iho following/status report ia forwarded for your information

and poesible interest concerning the resettlement of Staays Rastikis
since his departure from Vashington, D.C.

a. Subject and wife were net at the train depot on 6 October
1954, by a representative, of the r__	 Office, who
transported them to the Colonial Hotel on North Western Avenue,
Ws Angeles, which they requested rather than to the Ruigis family
who expected the latter to establish temporary residence with them.
Both Ur. & Urn. Rastikis were very pleasant but refused further
courtesies, insisting that they knew their way around, and had
sufficient friends to assist them in their relocation.

b. About e week Inter, Rastikis and his wife moved to more
moderately priced quarters in another nearby apartment hotel at
6523 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, and had his personal effect*
delivered at the. letter address. We reimbursed him in the sum of
461.46 on October 26, 1964, to cover baggarm express charges. Our
field repro pentative promptly offered to deliver Rastikis' personal
effect° in a ntetion wagon so ne not to put the latter to any addi-
tional expense, but the offer was again refused. On the following
day wedelivered the 4416.67 cheek to Rastikis, representing his
salary for the month of September 1964. Raatikis seemed surprised
to receive this check, but whether the surprise was feigned or real
oould not be determined.

c. Meanwhile, without our knowledge (which was perfectly proper.
of course), Rastikie had contaoted the Army Longuage School at
Honterey, California, and on the occasion of ono visit to the Santa
*aloe address, Rastikis was observed working over tho sample written
and recorded oral translations which aonterey had requested.

d. Rastikia was aubaequently turned dawn at Honterey, at least
for the Spring 1956 session, but he did not seem especially dismayed
about this development, or about his non -employmont generally. Ha
appeared more interested in oonploting the first volume of his
memoirs, and kept the typewriter husy in a small room which served as
a study.
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e. Concurrently we were advised by are. Naginnis, Professional
Pleoements of the State geployment Service, of two attempts to place
him. The first prospect, which was ft full time post, came up when
Rmstikis was back Mast. The second was a temporary position which
gave pressise or developing into a steady translation job. On this
'one. Rastikie eaceiiq the retort*/ but foiled to keep the appoint-
ment, thereby enbarrsoning, albeit slightly, Lire. Waginnis and
consequently delayingltbe employment of some other more anxious
applicant. Apparentlfisistikis did not contact Mrs. Weenie again,
and beyond mildly;rAiroving him for his seeming disinterest in the
temporary job offer, we did not pursue it for fearer hurting his
feelings.

f. In view of all of the above, as well as with the knowledge,
that ho had received 61,000 from Skirius for the firrt volume of his
Memoirs, and would probably receive a similar sum ror the st,cond,
and that Mrs. Restikis had found employment, we were content to leave
him alone, what with the press of many more things of greater immediate
urgency.

g. It was with acme dieappointment then that we reieived refer-
ence regarding. the overpayment of 666.66, loss his salary for 1 October
1964 which amounted to $115.09. Leaving a net amount due the Agency
of 641.67. Earlier references state clearly that Rastikio would
"remain on the Fl payroll until his contract expired on 6 November
1964," or earlier if he found suitable employmmet, which of course he
didn't. We did got a chock for his September salary on 29 October
Wash we delivered to him the same day. In view of the delay in the
September salary payment, we did not concern oureolves with the non-
arrival of salary for October. Consequently, the information in the
reference of the overpayment, and the implication that he had been
terminated on 1 Ooteber 1064 came as R surprise to us, and may come as
a surprise to Ilesti7iis in spite of what appeared to be his astonishment
at the time we delivered his CopteMber check.

h. With reference to the unfavorable community gossip mentioned
we can only offer the following: During a visit some months ago,
probably in December, Restikis mentioned in confidential terms his
distrust of an Individual named Joseph Varnas, presently living in
Pasadena, another Los Angeles suburb. According to Restikis, Varnas
VGA not trustworthy and the impression was convoyed that Rastikie hid
worked with the Germane during the german occupation of Lithuania,
and did not appear to be too hampered by the Soviets during their
occupation of the country. 7!hat Rastikis hoped to accomplish by telling
us was not Gloat, and sinem :Vernas ems not a source of ours and not
likely to be, we did nothing. Subsequently, we wore advised by one
of Skiriu0 assistanti that a fellow named Joseph Varna., from Pasadena,
vas saying some pretty moan things (not otherwise deeoribed) about
Restikis to the local Litho. Vtrnas was supposedly a government agent
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of some kind, and according to Ieonara Valiukas, Skirluse
assistant, llamas' remarks were not helping Rastikis' job hunting
efforts at all, at least among the Lith. colony. Valiukas attributed
Varner' antipathy probably to some disagreement in Lithuania, ' when
Rastikis and Vornas apparently were on opposite aides *rime political
tenets. We did cheek with Army CIC-LA and found that they had run an
!Mastication on a man by that name but could not tell from their
record. whether it was for a reserve NI connection, clearance for
olaesified employment easewhere, or chat. Again, we did not feel free
to go chocking too far afield with FBI, or asking the r.an Francisco
office to check with Sixth Army Haadquarters, as again it just didn't
seem to ho our business, nor did= fool that the situation was
aggravated to the degree that we relay the story to you.

I. Admittedly, we may have been remiss in handling this cam-
pounded oonfusion, but with reference to the job hunting, we have
felt and continue to feel that the bent way to prompt some one to
help himself is to lot him alone, especially when ha seem to prefer
it that way and when the danger of starving does not poem iausinent.
With referentse to tAis unfavorable gossip, we feel that the remarks
of Varnas, whatever they arc, may be much more reeponsible than
Bastikis , unemployment. What few probably know, and what Rmstikis
never told us, was his financial arrangements with Skirius. And
finally, we do net understand the overpayment matter, but will go
ahead with it if that is what you rant. However, this is F1's doing,
again, and we do not want to be put in the same position as the
villain foreclosing on the impoverished widow.

2. In reviewing this care it must be noted that Rastikis was furnished
with a reference point to consult with our 	 ::]office on all matters upon
'MIA he might seek assistance or guidance; that. if ho did not wish to
solicit our aid we would not interfere with thin desire, nor would we indulge
in a job hunt which Rastikis obviously views with lackadaisical interest.
We will, however, continue to maintain periodic contacts with subject and
offer any support whioh may be required within the province of mutual under-
standing and cooperation which, heretofore, was not demonstrated an the part
of Rastikis.

S. Pursuant to telsohone inquiries concerning the natter of finances
discussed with=	 M we would fv.preciete a definite clarification
of Rastikis' financial status or indebtednese as reported above so that •
satisfactory solution can be determined. It was the understanding of this
office that Rastikis would remain under contract services with Ti until
6 November 1964. Any chances to the contrary wore not brought to the
coguisenoe of the Alien Branch and consequently culednatod in the present
misunderstanding.
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4. Fulther inquiries concerning this memorendin should be
direoted to	 :lon extension 2778.

7.	 .

- 4 -

SECRET


